
d efects in downtown has outweighed the natural functional 

advantages of downtown, and in every case th e comm unit y has 

s uff ere d becau se of th ese change d of lo ca tion . On e of these 

specific d e fe c ts i s th e lo catio n in downtown in inappropriate 

ac tivities, activities whi ch d o not con tribut e to th e network 

of interactions but rather tend to d estroy it by se paratin g 

ac tivities whi c h would ge n e r a t e s u c h interaction if th ey 

we re in close proximity. In the j argon of retailers th ese 

a re "dead s pots " and th ere are few buildings which are more 

of a d ea d spot than a toba cco war e hous e . 

A downtown must be access ibl e from every part of th e area it 

serves, and this means th a t it must have goo d ro a d s . Down­

town Smithfield is we ll serve d in this respect, because it 

was th e cen ter for Johnston Co unt y long before th e advent of 

the automobile and hence served by th e best roads th en, and 

these roads have b een improved and r eplaced as traffi c on 

them ha s in c r ease d. Construction of Int ers t a t e 95 is a 

logical d eve lopm e nt in this sequence, which serves d own t own 

Smithfield l arge l y by taking through traffic off of U . S . 301 

an d out of downtown, which makes U.S. 301 and the do wn town 

streets more convenient for drivers going to Smithfield. 

Unlike Rome, all roads do not lead to Smithfie ld ; as the map 

shows most of th ose in Johnston County do l ead there, and 

they are and will li ke l y continue to be a d equa t e . Th e pro­

p osed U.S . 70 bypass north of Smithfie ld will benefit the 

downtown as did construction of the Int ers t ate, an d the pro­

posed improv eme nt s t o U. S . 70 from the bypass t o Garner and 

of N.C. 210 west t o Coats Cross Roa d s will a l so improve the 

assess ibility of d owntown Smithfiel d. 

Th e access fun c tion is incomplete unless there is good, con­

ven i en t c ir c ul a ti on within the d owntown area. Smithfield is 

fortunate in th a t respect, too, because the interna l 
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